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• The Berea College Forest was started in 1898 
when Silas C. Mason purchased the first tract 
of forest land. 
• The land that was acquired was not ideal 
forest land, often having soil erosion and 
other problems due to previous overgrazing 
or over-farming, poor logging habits, and 
general neglect. 
• Mason’s main goals for the forest were to 
provide timber, educational opportunities, 
recreation, and water production for the 
college and surrounding areas. WHY IT MATTERS
The way that the forest management has 
changed over time affects almost every 
aspect of the forest. When management 
plans have emphasis on different goals it 
can change what tree species are more 
prevalent, harvest practices, how invasive 
species are dealt with, and many other 
important management details. 
FINDINGS
Mason wanted the forest to be as useful to the college as possible, so he outlined how different tree species could be 
used around campus. For example, he suggested that Berea College would need flooring for the construction of and 
maintenance of buildings. Thus, providing a purpose for Oak and Maple trees to be grown in the Berea Forest. From 
these suggestions along with the rest of the management plan, I gathered that Mason’s main priorities for the forest 
were to provide timber for the college and to restore the land to be able to support the forest. However, over a 
century later, the priorities of forest management in Berea have evolved to keep up with the times. 
RESEARCH QUESTION
How has the management of the Berea College Forest changed over time?
Figure 1
Figure 2 and Figure 3 show the volume of tree species per acre 49 years apart. Table 1 highlights the change in percent of the volume of tree species 
from 1959 to 2010. Figure 2 shows the data for 1959 where total trees per acre was 6,292. Figure 3 shows the data for 2010 where the total trees per 
acre was 7,983. These figures are here to show how the prevalence of different tree species varies over time. When you consider that the Berea 
College Forest is over 9,000 acres (about half the area of Cleveland, Ohio), this roughly accounts for over 70,000,000 trees in 2010. 
Figure 2
Table 1
In Mason’s forest management plan from 1907, he discussed how the Berea College 
woodworking plant requires different types of wood to create different things. He 
includes a table showing the woodworking plants consumption per year (Figure 1). 
Total number of trees 
per acre: 
7,983
Ideas of global influences and responsibilities was not present in the original plans as forestry was still a new field and 
environmentalism was not at the forefront of many minds. Now, things like credits for carbon sequestration and 
environmental degradation due to oil mining, urban sprawl, and other factors are more prominent. This prompts 
sustainability, not only through their own harvesting practices, but with things like Owsley Fork Reservoir, one of the 
four reservoirs in the Berea College Forest that combined produce over 1 billion gallons of water a year, and other 




• Historical literature review and data analysis 
• Comparison of forest management plans and 
species types present over the last century
• Silas C. Mason's management plan (1907), 
the original forest management plan
• John Perry’s management plan (2019) with 
edits from Clint Patterson, the current 
Berea College Forester
• Site visits to Berea College Forest 
• Interviews with Clint Patterson discussing the 




In conclusion, many of the goals put forth by 
Mason are still the main goals of the foresters 
today. However, sustainability, while it has 
always been a goal of the foresters, seems 
more prominent today as we see climate 
change and environmentalism become more 
and more important to society. 
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